NOMADIC ‘ Marketing + Software

SEO Best Practices

THEN VS. NOW (2025)

SEO has evolved significantly over the years, becoming more complex and
competitive. This guide compares old SEO practices with 2025 SEO best
practices to highlight how the discipline has shifted from basic keyword
targeting to a comprehensive strategy encompassing content, technical
optimization, and website infrastructure.
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INTRODUCTION

SEO has evolved significantly over the years, becoming more complex and competitive. This guide compares
old SEO practices with 2025 SEO best practices to highlight how the discipline has shifted from basic keyword
targeting to a comprehensive strategy encompassing content, technical optimization, and website
infrastructure.

Content Creation

© oOld Practice:
+ Focused on keyword stuffing and creating thin content for search engines.
+ Content was often low-quality, repetitive, and lacked depth.

® 2025 Practice:

+ High-quality, comprehensive content that addresses user intent and demonstrates E-E-A-
T (Experience, Expertise, Authoritativeness, Trustworthiness).

+ Use of topic clusters to organize content into a hierarchy with pillar pages and cluster pages for
better topical depth and internal linking.

Keyword Usage

@ oOld Practice:

* Heavy reliance on exact-match keywords throughout the content.

® 2025 Practice:

« Emphasis on natural language, semantic search, and long-tail keywords.

+ Semantic SEO focuses on creating topic-driven content that aligns with user intent rather than
isolated keywords.
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Content Length

@ old Practice:

* Short articles under 500 words were common.

® 2025 Practice:

« Long-form, in-depth content is preferred to thoroughly address user queries.

+ Both pillar pages and cluster pages within a topic cluster should provide detailed information.

Mobile Optimization

@ old Practice:

+ Desktop-first design with mobile as an afterthought.

@ 2025 Practice:

+ Mobile optimization is essential as most searches occur on mobile devices.

+ Mobile SEO includes site speed, user experience (UX), local SEO, and adherence to search engine
guidelines.

Technical SEO

@ oOold Practice:

+ Basic on-page optimization like meta tags and alt text sufficed.

® 2025 Practice:

+ Advanced technical SEO is critical:
+ Core Web Vitals optimization (site speed, interactivity, visual stability).
* Structured data (schema markup) for rich results.
+ JavaScript SEO ensures that JavaScript-based content is crawlable and indexable.

* Proper use of directives like noindex, nofollow, and disallow for search engine control.
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Link Building

@ old Practice:

* Quantity-focused link building with low-quality or irrelevant backlinks.

® 2025 Practice:

+ Quality over quantity: High-quality backlinks from reputable sources are prioritized.

+ Internal linking within topic clusters helps establish topical authority while improving navigation.

User Experience (UX)

@ old Practice:

+ Websites prioritized search engines over user experience.

® 2025 Practice:

« User experience is paramount: Clear navigation, intuitive design, and fast-loading pages are essential.

+ Topic clusters improve UX by creating a logical structure for users to explore topics in-depth.

Al and Machine Learning

© old Practice:

« Limited use of Al in SEO strategies.

® 2025 Practice:

+ Al is central to modern SEOQ: It helps analyze user behavior, optimize content, and predict search
trends.

+ Semantic SEO leverages Al-powered Natural Language Processing (NLP) to align content with user
intent.
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Search Result Formats

@ old Practice:

+ Focused primarily on traditional organic listings in search results.

® 2025 Practice:

« Optimization for alternative formats like featured snippets, knowledge panels, Al-powered summaries
(e.g., SearchGPT), and rich results through structured data.

Content Updates

© old Practice:

+ Creating new content was the primary focus; old content was rarely updated.

® 2025 Practice:

+ Regularly updating existing content is essential to maintain relevance and rankings.

+ Topic clusters require ongoing maintenance to ensure all related pages remain accurate and up-to-
date.

A HOLISTIC APPROACH
The New Reality of SEO
SEO Then: Simpler Times

SEO used to be about targeting keywords in blogs or articles and building backlinks—relatively
straightforward strategies that worked well in less competitive environments.

SEO Now: A Complex Ecosystem

SEO in 2025 is no longer just about keywords or producing blog posts—it's about optimizing the entire
website architecture and infrastructure while delivering exceptional user experiences.
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Here's how it's different:

Old SEO 2025 SEO
Focus Area Keywords & blogs Entire website architecture &
infrastructure
Competition Level Moderate Highly competitive; requires

advanced strategies

Content Strategy Isolated blog posts Topic clusters with interconnected
pillar & cluster pages

Technical Emphasis Minimal Advanced technical SEO (Core Web
Vitals, JavaScript rendering, etc.)

User Experience (UX) Secondary Primary; seamless navigation &
mobile optimization are essential

Search Engine Knowledge Basic Deep understanding of Al-driven
algorithms & semantic search

Why You Need an Expert Team or Agency

Given the complexity of modern SEO, businesses can no longer rely on DIY efforts or outdated tactics. Success
requires a multidisciplinary approach that combines technical expertise, strategic content creation, and
effective distribution methods.
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Benefits of Working with an Agency:

1. Technical Expertise: Agencies can handle advanced technical challenges like JavaScript rendering issues,
Core Web Vitals optimization, structured data implementation, and mobile-first indexing.

2. Content Strategy & Execution: Agencies develop comprehensive topic clusters that align with your
business goals while ensuring E-E-A-T compliance.

3. Distribution & Link Building: Effective promotion strategies ensure your content reaches its target
audience through high-quality backlinks and outreach.

4. Data Analysis & Iteration: Agencies use analytics tools to monitor performance and refine strategies
over time.

5. Holistic Approach: A full-service agency integrates technical SEO, UX design, content creation, and
distribution into one cohesive strategy.

Final Thoughts

SEO in 2025 is more competitive than ever before—it's no longer just about ranking for keywords but about
building a robust digital presence that aligns with modern search engine algorithms while offering exceptional
value to users. Partnering with an experienced agency can help businesses navigate this complex landscape
effectively by combining technical expertise with strategic planning for long-term success.

Let’s Talk SEO

Schedule a quick consultation with us!

Contact Us
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